Extreme X-ray sensitive modification of type I aldolases by blue dye ligand chromatography.
Aldolases purified by Blue dye ligand chromatography from a variety of vertebrate sources crystallize at room temperature in a habit similar to the monoclinic form of rabbit skeletal muscle aldolase. Crystals of aldolases thus purified including rabbit muscle aldolase are extremely sensitive to X-ray (Cu K alpha) radiation and shatter after short exposure to X-ray radiation (less than 5 min.). Crystals of aldolases purified by other techniques possess demonstrable diffraction patterns and are stable in the X-ray beam with lifetimes of the order of days. No clear distinction could be made on the basis of different biochemical assays between aldolases purified by Blue dye chromatography and those purified by other techniques.